THE PHASE OF VEDANTISM

describe how there are two birds of golden plumage
sitting on a tree. They are inseparable companions of
each other.   The lower bird tastes the fruits and more
and more approaches the upper bird, in the hope of
securing the splendid position. The upper bird does not
taste the fruits which are outwardly so tempting but rotten
to the core. The upper bird is Paramatman and the lower
bird is Jivatman. So Vedantism proclaims this message
of hope: 0 Man, don't grieve. You yourself are God.
This closed vase, this building of mud-pies, is a necessary
evil for a time, but the Spirit casts it off and is made one
with the Universal Spirit.

When Vedantism preaches this message of hope, it
was quite natural that it should capture the all-engrossing
attention of a young intellectual like Vijaykrishna.
The cult of strength and the gospel of the indivisible
identity of Man with God, are bound to appeal to the
intellectual ; and at this time our Master, deeply engaged
in the study of the Vedanta and ever discussing with hot
enthusiasm the different phases of this intellectual religion,
embraced by some of his closest friends, was surely the
victim of an intellectual repression. A few months ago
he had been a typical Hindu devotee, a Bhakta in the
truest sense of the term ; but now all his former beliefs
were scattered like flotsam and jetsam, and in a most
enthusiastic spirit, he determined to begin his life anew,
according to the principles of Vedantism, then the religion
after his own heart.

In his first enthusiasm he gave it a much higher place
in the scale of mental values than the Bhakti cult, but
very soon the reaction set in. His heart became dry, and
he longed for something he knew not what. From
day to day, his thirst increased, and nothing, no spiritual
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